


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Michigan Legacy Art Park is a nonprofit organization with a mission to inspire awareness, appreciation, and passion for Michigan’s history, arts, culture, and environment.  We do that through our collection of over 50 contemporary sculptures located on a 30 acre preserve leased from Crystal Mountain Resort.
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Incorporated in 1993, founder David Barr and the initial board searched for almost two years to find the best location. Signed first lease with Crystal Mountain in 1995.
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We provide art activities and field trips for students and families throughout Northwest Michigan. Our programs are designed so that underserved students and families in our region have an opportunity to enjoy healthy outdoor physical activity in nature, while they have access art and history.
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Michigan Blue is the 2023 Community Art Project for MLAP. With the generous assistance of Benzie Sunrise Rotary Foundation, we hope to engage with over 2000 people who help to create the sculpture. Thus far, over 975 wooden rounds have been requested by area schools and community groups and schools near Detroit, Saginaw, Grand Rapids, and other locations statewide. Here are some of the first results.
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And year-round outdoor recreation programming that introduces people to art and history while enjoying the great outdoors.
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We also actively work maintaining and improving accessibility for all to the Art Park. 
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And providing other opportunities to enjoy art in our outdoor setting, such as the Summer Sounds Concerts.
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In order to accomplish our mission and keep the Art Park open 365 days a year from dawn to dusk, we must raise over $200,000 annually, to cover operations. This includes conservation and repair of the sculptures, trail maintenance, programs for students and families, tree removal, utilities, insurance, and our staff.
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Our budget is as lean as possible, and we depend upon volunteers from  our community, like Norm Ling, Dave Williams, and neighbor Shane Lyons, friends and local organizations for all of our trail maintenance needs. 
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We generate our operations funding each year through park admissions, fundraising, and grant applications. The goal is for the Art Park to have a balanced income stream from all three primary sources.
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Conservation and Management of the Collection will be a priority in 2023. The Art Park recently received a Conservation Assessment Program grant from the Foundation for Advancement in Conservation (FAIC). A Collection Conservator and a Facilities Conservator have both visited the park this autumn and will prepare a report with recommendations for the Art Park landscape and trails, and also needed repairs and staff capacity improvements so that MLAP can best preserve and protect this 27 year-old legacy.
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The Art Park has commissioned Detroit artist M. Saffell Gardner to create a piece that reflects the story of Idlewild and the African American resort experience in Michigan prior to the passage of the Civil Rights Act. $26,000 is needed to hire the artist, and cover transportation and installation. An additional $14,000 is needed for music that will be part of the sculpture, dedication concert, signage, and to ensure future maintenance. $20,000 has been committed thus far. 




Regular Admission Options:

● Beginning January 1, 2023:
● Adults, $10 per visit.
● Children five years and older, $5 per visit.
● Family, $20 per visit

● The Park will be staffed on Saturdays during the winter, and daily between June 1st and August 31. 
● If you visit the park and the entrance is unattended, please use the fee admission pipe located just inside 

the park entrance archway. Or you can use the credit card processor located at the Entrance Building 
doorway.

● Annual Membership: $25 per person
● Family Membership: $100 for four or more family members 
● Premium Membership: $150 and includes 2 tickets to each of the 2023 Summer Sounds concerts (a $120 

value), and invitations to private artist and sculpture dedication receptions at the Art Park. 
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Terry- I will use this slide during the board meeting.

We are initiating a new membership program beginning January 1st, which will be a great value for you and your households. 
$25 per person per year
$100 for families of 4 or more
$150 Premium Membership for 2: includes 2 tickets to each Summer Sounds Concert, and invitations to private receptions for artists and dedications.
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2023 will be dynamic for the Art Park, with some new surprises in store, and continued work to ensure that your visit is extraordinary. Please introduce yourselves if I am at the entrance when you stop by. I look forward to meeting you!
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