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Betsie Valley Trail

“A Benzie County jewel that connects
the towns of Frankfort, Elberta,
Beulah, and Thompsonville.”

BETSIE
VALLEY
TRAIL




~ The Betsie Valley Trail was built on the bed of the
former Ann Arbor Rallroad

s > From 1892 unt|I 1951 passengers enJoyed o
' transport from Toledo to Frankfort

"1 > Freight trains continued to travel the route
through 1985

> By 1994, tracks and ties were removed
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Crystal Lake Railroad Pornt
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Today, the BVT is a 22-mile multi-use
non-motorized* trail that runs from
Frankfort to Thompsonville.

*except snowmobiles on the eastern half of the Trail.
J1

betsievalleytrail.org/map



“ > Betsie Bay
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- » Crystal Lake Outlet

Dunes of Lake Michigan Beach

> The Betsie River and Betsie River State
Game Area

» Crystal Lake Township Natural Area
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Railroad Point Natural Area

o g 2 Crystal Lake — Michigan’s 9th largest
T inland lake and a designated trout lake

Beulah Beach

Pere Marquette State Forest




e Over the past two years we have seen a dramatic
increase in the use the Betsie Valley Trail.

» Other area recreational opportunities (Sleeping
Bear Dunes National Lakeshore and TART Trails) :
have aIso experienced record use and visitor IeveIs =

MHHHH 1 l' EESE
(P saurRas —§-
g

HTT
CiRass

goirel

\Lme

]
-_—
N

BETSIE
VALLEY
TRAIL

N T



Trails bring families,
tourists and economic
benefit to the area
with minimal negative
impacts on traffic and
parking during our
busy summer season.
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il R '«mifé %“ ; o L T—
EAS > The Tra|I rlght of-way is owned by
.+ the Michigan DNR.

* » The Trail is managed by Benzie
County through the appointment
of the Betsie Valley Trailway
Management Council.

BETSIE
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Betsie Valley Trailway Management Council:

Benzie County
City of Frankfort
Crystal Lake Property Rights Association
Department of Natural Resources
Friends of the Betsie Valley Trail
Villages of Beulah, Elberta &
Thompsonville



support the Trail. The Friends are
totally dependent on donations,
grants, and the efforts of our
volunteers.
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> We are the Frlends of the Betsie VaIIey Trail.

| Y mﬁ‘g‘g\ B e Ry © T

A 501(c)3 charitable organization whose
sole purpose is to foster the development
and successful operation of the Trail.

The Friends provide financial, promotional,
volunteer labor and supervisorial support
for the Trail.
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Friends volunteers
promote the Trail at

FRIENDS

2 s ol - [#5=% B local fairs and raise

funds.
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IRONMAN
70.3 MICHIGAN

» The running portion of the
inaugural event in 2021 was

held on a portion of the Trail

» Local triathlete, Frederik Stig-
Neilsen represented and raised
funds for the Friends.

» The Friends earned nearly
S5,000 from this event.




» Friends volunteers are
always working to
improve the Betsie
Valley Trail.

T~

- > Hundreds of volunteer
: = hours are dedicated to

maintaining and
enhancing the Trail
each year.




Our volunteer grants team

ey BRI N devotes many hours applying
' | for various grant opportunities.

This recreation site was JSunded, in part,

by citizens who purchased

- - "
| Michigan’s Recreation Passport ‘

%’ﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ

ANTS Date: January2022 =

Pay to the FLiEﬂdﬁ oitheﬁelsigVill&y Uaj - $5,000-00

order of:

Five Thousand Dollars and 00/100 ~~—~~rr

. Congrats!



Blking and hiking the Betsle
Valley Trall Is a favorite
activity for visitors and
residents of Benzle County.

With 22 miles of Improved
surface along lakes, rivers,
over bridges and through
forests, the Trall Is one of the
most beautiful recreational
tralls In the country.

Learn more and watch a video tour at:

BetsieValleyTrail.org
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Jim Gribble of the Betsie Valley Trail,
says the resurfacing project along Crystal
Lake has been completed. The hard-packed
limestone surface was funded by a $150,000
DNR Recreation Passport Grant.

The organization's newest priority is
from Beulah to 'I'hampsonvirlt “That
part has never gotten attention” he says.
The organization envisions it as part gf
a Thompsonville revitalization ~ project,
eventually connecting with the TART Trail
from Interlochen to” Thompsonville. *The
railway right of way is already there! says
Gribble, noting that Thompsonville used to
be the hub of two major rail lines.
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COMPILED BY COLIN MERRY
Cmerry@pioneergroup.com

BEULAH — In January
2020, the Friends of the Bet-
sie Valley Trail (FBVT) were

a $150,000 DNR
ional Passport grant to
mrmrfue the BVT along Crys-
$50,000 in matching
funds, but due to several fac-
tors, the project was delayed

until 2021.
. The Friends recent-

thoughtfy Vision

met in April at the Beulah Vis-
itor’s Center to finalize work

plans, including Tyler Sprague,

landscape architect from
Johnson-Hill; Jeff Cockfield,
professional engineer who is
working with Johnson-Hill
to oversee the work; project
manager and former trail care
coordinator, John Rothhaar;
Charlie Gregory, trail care
i \d Janelle and

pleted,” said Rothhaar. "The
Crystal Lake segment of the
trail along Crystal Avenue has
needed significant attention
for many years, and the pro-
cess of planning, obtaining
approvals, and lining up fund-
ing took much longer than we
might have hoped.

“The improved trail surface
should make for a much better
for trail users and

AJ Zirkel of AJ's Excavating.
David Oellerich, the man-
ager of the project and former
president of the Betsie Valley
Trailway Coun-

facing work has begun and
should be completed prior to
‘weekend.

Memorial Day weekend.
Key players in the project

cil, was also involved.

project is finally being com-

encourage them to use the trail
rather than the street, which,
along with the improved
appearance, should be a ben-
efit to landowners along the
trail, as well.”

Everyone associated with
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A section of the Betsie Valley Trail along Crystal Avenue will be
getting some repairs, and should be ready for use by the end of
May. (Courtesy photo)




SOCIaI Media < betsie_trail [y -

95 posts 830 followers 103 following
Friends Of Betsie Valley Trail

Only your generosity ¥ allows us to maintain the Trail so it's safe and beautiful for

facebook o Th M | F \ ALL to enjoy - for generations to come. B Please donate
. M1 I 1114 7 F < B | betsievalleytrail.org/donate
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Our Projects...




T o - dtnd :
Resurfacmg along Crystal Avenue

Friends awarded a $S150k DNR Recreatlon
Passport Grant

Friends raised $50k in required matching funds ©

Resurfacing with hard-packed limestone took
place in May 2021

Work performed by local contractor
AJ’s Excavating




Improved Safety at
M-115 Intersection

The Friends raised the
funds needed to install
solar-powered flashing stop
signs on either side of the
Intersection.




New Storage Facility

“Having a mower, blower, and tool
chest along the trail will give us a far
greater ability to perform regular clean-
up and improvement projects for which
we currently must contract — it’ll be an
immediate as well as ongoing cost
savings.”

-- Charlie Gregory
Trail Care Coordinator




“Having a home for our
equipment and supplies
adjacent to the trail is a game-

Ill

changer for Joy2Ride

Carol Kraak, Director




New Storage Facility

Friends launched a fundraiser in
January and we’re happy to

We will purchase announce we have surpassed our
a prefabricated |
goal!

building 16'x32’

Friends will build the storage
facility at the River Road parking
and trailhead site.
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Paving the Trail from Beulah to Thompsonville

» This segment of the Trail remains
dramatically underutilized and has

experienced no increase in usage over
the past couple years.

» At the same time, usage of the paved
section of the Trail has nearly doubled.



> The gravel tra|I IS rough and unwelcommg
to most trail users

Complete plans for trail resurfacing have
been drawn

The project is shovel-ready with minimal
preparatory surface work required prior
to asphaltmg
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Regional Multi-Use Trail Network Vision_

for Northwest Lower Michigan

Elk‘Rapids
s Regional Multi-Use Trail (Existing)

1 Regional Multi-Use Trail (Conceptual)
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Our vision is to
recapture the
importance of
Thompsonville as a
crossroads — in the
past for rail and in
the future for non-
motorized
transportation.




2007

VILLAGE OF
THOMPSONVILLE

d A village began growing around the
il diamond railroad junction in 1890, It
was originally Known as Lyndonville
N but was renamed Thompsonville for
S.S. Thompson, the president of the
Frankfort and Southeastern Railroad. §
Multiple sawmills served as the first
community businesses. Thompsonville §
incorporated as a village in 1892. By
1896, Thompsonville had established
an electrical plant that provided light
and power for its residents. The village
labeled itself “The Biggest Little Town
in Michigan™ in 190l. Its population
was less than one thousand. but it
boasted forty-eight businesses and two
churches. Thousands visited the annual
village street fair in the early twentieth
century. Thompsonville's population
began declining by 1910 and continued
to do so as rail service decreased.

- 9
e



There is overwhelming
support to complete the
Trail to Thompsonville.

Virtually all Benzie
County government
entities have adopted,
or will soon adopt, a

BENZONIA TOWNSHIP
P.O. Box 224
1020 Michigan Avenue
Benzonia, Michigan 49616-0224

March 2, 2022

Resolution #2022-01

A RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT PAVING THE BETSIE VALLEY TRAIL FROM BEULAH TO THOMPSONVILLE

WHEREAS, the 22-mile Betsie Valley Trail connects the cities and villages of Benzonia, Beulah, Elbert
Frankfort, and Thompsonville, and the townships of Benzonia, Crystal Lake, Gilmore, and Weldon; an
WHEREAS, in 2003 2 10 ion of the Betsie Valley Crystal Lake and Frankfort wa
paved with donations and grants from Benzie County residents, trail users, the Michigan Department]
of Natural Resources, and others; and

WHEREAS, the 12-mile segment from Beulah to Thompsonuille remains unpaved and its cur-rent mix
dirt/gravel surface is not accessible to users with disabilities, many bicyclists, people with strollers,
rollerbladers, and young children; and

WHEREAS, while use of the paved and resurfaced portions of the Betsie Valley Trail has in-creased
markedly since 2019, the Beulah to Thompsonville segment has experienced no noticeable increase |
usage; and

WHEREAS, paving the trail from Beulah to Thompsonville will provide access for sll types of nan-
‘motorized trail use, enhance users’ recreation experience, and increase usage of the Betsie Valley Tr
and

WHEREAS, the ip of Bent Betsie Valley Trail’ ion to Benzie
County’s economy and quality of life, and suppans paving the trail's entire length; now

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township of Benzonia supports paving the remaining 12 miles
of the Betsie Valley Trail between the Village of 8eulah and the Village of Thompsonille.

Gnia Townshi

supecvisor@benzoniatownship.org

A RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT PAVING THE BETSIE VALLEY TRAIL FR|
BEULAH TO THOMPSONVILLE

'WHEREAS, Governor Whitmer proposes to allocate up to $250 million of American R
Plan Act dollars for essential infrastructure improvements to State Parks and Trails to bo
economies and enhance tourism; and

WHEREAS, the 22-mile Betsie Valley Trail connects the cities and villages of Benzoni
Beulah, Elberta, Frankfort, and Thompsonville, and the townships of Benzon

Gilmore, and Weldon: and

WHEREAS, in 2003 a 10-mile section of the Betsie Valley Trail between Crystal Lake and
Frankfort was paved with donations and grants from Benzie County residents, trail users, the

Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and others; an

WHEREAS, the l"-mll; egment from Beulah to Thompsonvill mains unpaved and its cur-
ace is not accessible to users with disabilities, many bicyelists, people

rent mixed dirt
with strollers, mlhrbmdus and young children; and

WHEREAS, while usc of the paved and resurfaced portions of the Betsie Valley Trail has in-

creased markedly since 2019, the Beulah to Thompsonville scgment has experienced no
noticeable increase in usage; and

2022-008

A RESOLUTION TO SUPPORT PAVING THE BETSIE VALLEY TRAIL
FROM BEULAH TO THOMPSONVILLE

WHEREAS, Governor Whitmer proposes to allocate up 1o $230 million of American Rescue
Plan J\mthm for essential infrastructure improvements 1o State Parks and Trails te boost local
economies and enhance tourism; and

WHEREAS, the 22-mile Betsie Valley Trail connects the cities and villages of Benzonia,
Beulah, Elberta, Frankfort, and Thompsonville, and the townships of Benzonia, Crystal Lake,
Gilmore, and Weldon; and

a 10-mile section of the Betsie Valley Trail between Crystal Lake and

Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and others; and

ement from Beulah to Thompsonville remains unpaved and its cur-
ce is nol accessible to users with disabilities, many bicyclists, people

REAS, while use of the paved and resurfaced portions of the Betsie Valley Trail has in-
creased markedly since 2019, the Beulah to Thompsonville segment ha: ienced no
noticeable increase in usage; and

WHEREAS, paving the trail from Beulah to Thompsonville will provide access for all types of
zed trail use, enhance users’ recreation experience, and increase usage of the Betsie
ley Trail; and

WHEREAS, the County of Benzie recognizes the Betsie Valley Trail's contribution to Benzie
County's economy and quality of life, and supports paving the trail’s entire length; now

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the County of Benzie encourages our Gavernor and
Michigan Legislators to appropriate $2 million from the state’s American Rescue Plan Act
funding to pave the remaining 12 miles of the Betsie Valley Trail from the Village of Beulah
south to the Village of Thompsonville.

Dated: February 22, 2022

I, Dawn Olney, Benzie County Clerk and Clerk to the Benzie County Board of Commissioners, do hereby
certify that the above resolution was adopted by the Benzie County Board of Commissioners on February
22,2022

Dated: February WA LA
Dawn Olney, Benzie County Clerk

Crystal Lake Township
1651 Frankfort Highway
PO Box 212!
Frankfort, MI 49635-2129

Resolution Number: 2-15-2022 #07 Date: 2-15- 2021

Resolution to Support paving BVT from Beulah to Thompsonville

'WHEREAS, Governor Whitmer proposes to allocate up to $250 million of American Rescue Plan Act
| infrastructure improvements to State Parks and Trails 1o boost local economies and

enbance tourism;

WHEREAS, the nile Betsic Valley Trail connects the cities and villages of Benzonia, Beulah,

Elberta, Frankfort, and Thompsonville, and the townships of Benzonia, Crystal Lake, Gilmore, and

WHEREAS, in 2003 a 10-mile section of the Betsie Valley Trail between Crystal Lake and Frankfort
was paved with donations and grants from Benzie County residents, trail users, the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources, and others; and
WHEREAS, the 12-mile segment from Beulah to Thompsonville remains unpaved and its current mixed
dirt/gravel surface is not accessible 10 users with disabilitics, many bicyclists, peaple with strollers, roller
bladers, and young children; and
WHEREAS, while usc of the paved and resurfaced portions of the Betsie Valley Trail has increased
markedly since 2019, the Beulah 0 Thompsonville segment has experienced no noticeable increase in
usage; and
WH S, paving the rail from Beulah to Thompsonville will provide access for all types of non-
nhance users’ recreation experience, and increase usage of the Betsie Valley Trail;

d
HEREAS, the Township of Crystal Lake recognizes the Betsie Valley Trail's contribution to Benzie

Countys economy and quality of life, and supports paving the trail’s entire length; now

HEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township of Crystal Lake encourages our Governor and

Michigan Legislators 1o appropriate $2 million from the state’s American Rescue Plan Act funding 10

pave the remaining 12 miles of the Betsie Valley Trail from the Village of Beulah south to the Village

of Thompsonville.

Maved by: Supervisor Ferris and Seconded by: Clerk Sullivan

Roll Call Vote:

Amy Ferris, Supervisor: Yes

Richard Nielsen, Trustea; _ Yes

William Northway, Trustee: Yes .

Sue Sullivan, Clerk: Yes

Brooke Trentham Popp, Treasurer: Yes

The supervisor declared this motion carried and duly adopted.

Village of Elberta
Resolution #2022-01

LUTION TO SUPPORT PAVING THE BETSIE VALLEY
FROM BEULAH TO THOMPSONVILLE

IS, Governor Whitmer proposes to allocate up to $250 million of American Rescue
lars for essential infrastructure improvements to State Parks and Trails to boost local

ind enhance tourism; and

WHEREAS, the 22-mile Betsie Valley Trail connects the cities and villages of Benzonia.
Beulah, Elberta, Frankfort, and Thompsonville, and the townships of Benzonia, Crystal Lake,
Gilmore, and Weldon; and

WHEREAS, in 2003 a 10-mile section of the Betsic Valley Trail hetween Crystal Lake and
Frankfort was paved with donations and grants from Benzie County residents, trail users, the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and others; and

WHEREAS, the 12-mile segment from Beulah to Thompsonville remains unpaved and its cur-
rent mixed dirt/gravel surface is not accessible to users with disabilities, many bicyclists, people
with strollers, rollerbladers, and young children; and

WHERE. while use of the paved and resurfaced portions of the Betsic Valley Trail has in-
creased markedly sing 019. the Beulah to Thompsonville segment has experies
noticeable increase in usage; and

WHEREAS, paving the trail from Beulah to Thompsonville will provide access for all types of
non-motorized trail use, enhance users' recreation experi d increase usage of the Betsie
Valley Trail; and

Resolution of Support
for this project.

WHEREAS, paving the trail from Beulah to Thompsonville will provide access for all types of

WHEREAS, the City of Frankfort recognizes the Betsie Valley Trail’s contribution to Benzie
trail use, enhance users' recreation experience, and increase usage of the Betsie

County’s economy and quality of life, and supports paving the trail's entire length; now

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Frankfort encous s our Governor and
Michigan Legislators to appropriate $2 million from the sate’s American Rescue Plan Act
funding to pave the remaining 12 miles of the Betsic Valley Trail from the Village of Beuleh
south to the Village of Thompsonville.

, the Village of Elberta recognizes the Betsie Valley Trail’s contribution to Benzic
economy and quality of life, and supports paving the trail’s catire length; now
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village of Elberta encourages our Governor and
Michigan Legislators to appropriate $2 million from the state’s American Rescue Plan Act
funding to pave the remaining 12 miles of the Betsic Valley Trail from the Village of Beulah

. south to the Village of Thompsonville.
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Jennifer Wilkin, President
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1 HEREBY CERTIFY, that the foregoing is a Resolution duly made and passed by the Frankfort
City Council ata__Speciad mecting held _ Januavyy

)/ .
,I’ét(jf/.&.d.md Dated: Januany 3|, 2027
Christine Spence, Clerk/Treasurer |- 20 - 2022




“The improvements planned for the trail will not only /"\
make it more accessible to people with disabilities, DISABILITYnetwork
seniors, and families, but will be an asset to the w
community...Additionally, paving this trail provides Aorther
future opportunities to connect with Traverse City’s

TART trail system, giving more inclusive opportunities

for accessible trail use...We are very excited for the
proposed changes which will not only benefit all
persons who visit this section of the trail but will also
truly facilitate a diverse community of people.”

-- Alanna M. Lahey, JD, Associate Director

Disability Network Northern Michigan
Excerpt from letter of support dated March 28, 2022




‘0‘MUNSON HEALTHCARE

“As part of Northern Michigan's largest Healthcare
system, Paul Oliver Memorial Hospital understands
the importance of healthy recreation and outdoor

activity for the overall health of our communities. |

enthusiastically support this project and look
forward to an improved Betsie Valley Trail.”

-- James Barker,
CEO & South Region President

Excerpt from letter of support dated January 27, 2022




“Paving the 12 miles between Beulah and

Thompsonville would provide greater access for

persons of all abilities to enjoy the Trail. There is CRYSTAL
strong grassroots support for trail development

based on enhancing the quality of life and its

positive economic impact, including attracting

M OUNTATIN

visitors who support local retail and service
industries such as ours. Trails can also provide

healthy, safe connections for recreation and access
to work and services.”

-- Chris & Jim Maclnnes, Owners
Excerpt from letter of support dated February 22, 2022




“This project would build community unity in
Thompsonville, provide an additional recreational
destination in the region and the project will also

create building blocks for the community's future.
We strongly support this grant application and urge
your favorable consideration of this request.”

-- Scott Tucker, Superintendent
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore

Excerpt from letter of support dated December 13, 2021

NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE



“The community as a whole benefits greatly from

the trail's presence both from a health and wellness
advantage, but also as a significant economic driver
for our region. Paving the remaining 12 miles of the
trail will serve as a catalyst for expanded benefit for

everyone young and old, residents and visitors alike.
We are so fortunate to have the Betsie Valley Trail in
our backyard and truly appreciate the exceptional
work that makes it a reality.”

-- Rick Schmitt, Co-Owner

Excerpt from letter of support dated January 24, 2022




Please Support the
Frlends of the Bet5|e Valley Trail

[l Whether you're a casual or devoted user,
/ - oralocal business — please help make this |
a2 ~ important community asset more beautiful
= and accessible for all! |

¥
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Visit our website to volunteer or donate:
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BetsieValleyTrail.org



https://betsievalleytrail.org/

