
Betsie Valley Trail

“A Benzie County jewel that connects 
the towns of Frankfort, Elberta, 

Beulah, and Thompsonville.” 



➢ From 1892 until 1951, passengers enjoyed 
transport from Toledo to Frankfort 

➢ Freight trains continued to travel the route 
through 1985

➢ By 1994, tracks and ties were removed 

The Betsie Valley Trail was built on the bed of the 
former Ann Arbor Railroad













Today, the BVT is a 22-mile multi-use 
non-motorized* trail that runs from 
Frankfort to Thompsonville. 
*except snowmobiles on the eastern half of the Trail.



Access to Our Area’s Natural Resources

The Trail allows access to a vast diversity of 
wildlife and environments, including:

➢ Dunes of Lake Michigan Beach

➢ Betsie Bay

➢ The Betsie River and Betsie River State 
Game Area

➢ Crystal Lake Township Natural Area

➢ Crystal Lake Outlet



Access to Our Area’s Natural Resources

The Trail allows access to a vast diversity of 
wildlife and environments, including:

➢ Railroad Point Natural Area

➢ Crystal Lake – Michigan’s 9th largest 
inland lake and a designated trout lake

➢ Beulah Beach

➢ Pere Marquette State Forest



The Impact of the Pandemic

➢ Over the past two years, we have seen a dramatic 
increase in the use the Betsie Valley Trail. 

➢ Other area recreational opportunities (Sleeping 
Bear Dunes National Lakeshore and TART Trails) 
have also experienced record use and visitor levels. 



Trails bring families, 
tourists and economic 
benefit to the area 
with minimal negative 
impacts on traffic and 
parking during our 
busy summer season. 



Facts about the Betsie Valley Trail

➢ The Trail right-of-way is owned by 
the Michigan DNR. 

➢ The Trail is managed by Benzie 
County through the appointment 
of the Betsie Valley Trailway 
Management Council.



Facts about the Betsie Valley Trail

➢ The Betsie Valley Trail is a collaborative effort.

Betsie Valley Trailway Management Council: 

Benzie County
City of Frankfort 

Crystal Lake Property Rights Association
Department of Natural Resources
Friends of the Betsie Valley Trail

Villages of Beulah, Elberta & 
Thompsonville



Facts about the Betsie Valley Trail

➢ No local tax dollars are used to 
support the Trail. The Friends are 
totally dependent on donations, 
grants, and the efforts of our 
volunteers. 



Facts about the Betsie Valley Trail

➢ We are the Friends of the Betsie Valley Trail. 
A 501(c)3 charitable organization whose 
sole purpose is to foster the development 
and successful operation of the Trail.  

➢ The Friends provide financial, promotional, 
volunteer labor and supervisorial support 
for the Trail. 



Friends volunteers 
promote the Trail at 
local fairs and raise 
funds. 



➢ The running portion of the 
inaugural event in 2021 was 
held on a portion of the Trail

➢ Local triathlete, Frederik Stig-
Neilsen represented and raised 
funds for the Friends.

➢ The Friends earned nearly 
$5,000 from this event.



➢ Friends volunteers are 
always working to 
improve the Betsie 
Valley Trail.

➢ Hundreds of volunteer 
hours are dedicated to 
maintaining and 
enhancing the Trail 
each year. 



Our volunteer grants team 
devotes many hours applying 
for various grant opportunities. 



Printed Materials



Press and TV Coverage



Social Media

➢ Website Blog Articles
➢ e-mail Newsletters





Resurfacing along Crystal Avenue

➢ Friends awarded a $150k DNR Recreation 
Passport Grant

➢ Friends raised $50k in required matching funds

➢ Resurfacing with hard-packed limestone took 
place in May 2021

➢ Work performed by local contractor 
AJ’s Excavating



Improved Safety at 
M-115 Intersection

➢ The Friends raised the 
funds needed to install 
solar-powered flashing stop 
signs on either side of the 
intersection. 



“Having a mower, blower, and tool 
chest along the trail will give us a far 
greater ability to perform regular clean-
up and improvement projects for which 
we currently must contract – it’ll be an 
immediate as well as ongoing cost 
savings.”

-- Charlie Gregory
Trail Care Coordinator

New Storage Facility



“Having a home for our 
equipment and supplies 
adjacent to the trail is a game-
changer for Joy2Ride!” 

Carol Kraak, Director



New Storage Facility

➢ Friends launched a fundraiser in 
January and we’re happy to 
announce we have surpassed our 
goal!

➢ Friends will build the storage 
facility at the River Road parking 
and trailhead site.

We will purchase 
a prefabricated 
building 16’x32′



Paving the Trail from Beulah to Thompsonville

➢ This segment of the Trail remains 
dramatically underutilized and has 
experienced no increase in usage over 
the past couple years.

➢ At the same time, usage of the paved 
section of the Trail has nearly doubled.  



➢ The gravel trail is rough and unwelcoming 
to most trail users 

➢ Complete plans for trail resurfacing have 
been drawn 

➢ The project is shovel-ready with minimal 
preparatory surface work required prior 
to asphalting

Paving the Trail from Beulah to Thompsonville



Our vision is to 
recapture the 
importance of 
Thompsonville as a 
crossroads – in the 
past for rail and in 
the future for non-
motorized 
transportation.



Historical 
Marker 
Dedication



There is overwhelming 
support to complete the 
Trail to Thompsonville. 

Virtually all Benzie 
County government 
entities have adopted, 
or will soon adopt, a 
Resolution of Support 
for this project.



“The improvements planned for the trail will not only 
make it more accessible to people with disabilities, 
seniors, and families, but will be an asset to the 
community…Additionally, paving this trail provides 
future opportunities to connect with Traverse City’s 
TART trail system, giving more inclusive opportunities 
for accessible trail use…We are very excited for the 
proposed changes which will not only benefit all 
persons who visit this section of the trail but will also 
truly facilitate a diverse community of people.”

-- Alanna M. Lahey, JD, Associate Director
Disability Network Northern Michigan

Excerpt from letter of support dated March 28, 2022



“As part of Northern Michigan's largest Healthcare 
system, Paul Oliver Memorial Hospital understands 
the importance of healthy recreation and outdoor 
activity for the overall health of our communities. I 
enthusiastically support this project and look 
forward to an improved Betsie Valley Trail.”

-- James Barker, 
CEO & South Region President

Excerpt from letter of support dated January 27, 2022



“Paving the 12 miles between Beulah and 
Thompsonville would provide greater access for 
persons of all abilities to enjoy the Trail. There is 
strong grassroots support for trail development 
based on enhancing the quality of life and its 
positive economic impact, including attracting 
visitors who support local retail and service 
industries such as ours. Trails can also provide 
healthy, safe connections for recreation and access 
to work and services.”

-- Chris & Jim MacInnes, Owners

Excerpt from letter of support dated February 22, 2022



“This project would build community unity in 
Thompsonville, provide an additional recreational 
destination in the region and the project will also 
create building blocks for the community's future. 
We strongly support this grant application and urge 
your favorable consideration of this request.”

-- Scott Tucker, Superintendent
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore

Excerpt from letter of support dated December 13, 2021



“The community as a whole benefits greatly from 
the trail's presence both from a health and wellness 
advantage, but also as a significant economic driver 
for our region. Paving the remaining 12 miles of the 
trail will serve as a catalyst for expanded benefit for 
everyone young and old, residents and visitors alike. 
We are so fortunate to have the Betsie Valley Trail in 
our backyard and truly appreciate the exceptional 
work that makes it a reality.”

-- Rick Schmitt, Co-Owner

Excerpt from letter of support dated January 24, 2022



Please Support the 
Friends of the Betsie Valley Trail

Whether you’re a casual or devoted user, 
or a local business – please help make this 
important community asset more beautiful 

and accessible for all!

Visit our website to volunteer or donate:

BetsieValleyTrail.org

https://betsievalleytrail.org/

