
BEST BENZIE COUNTY

Cradle to Career Educational Network 



OUR GOAL

By 2030, 60% of working-age Benzie 
County residents will have a certificate or 
college degree. 

.



WHY DO THIS? 

Michigan currently ranks sixth (6) in the 
country for highest family share of college 
expenses and 32nd in the amount of need-
based state aid.

Education is…. 



In general Benzie County has: 

1. Great High School graduate rates
2. Persistence rate slight decline from 

61% to 58% 
3. Attainment rate: 40.4%
4. FAFSA completion on the decline.
(67 out of 115 students in 2024). 68%



OUR COMMON AGENDA

Create/support a culture in Benzie County 
that values any ‘after high school’ 
education because:
1. Education is the  foundation for success 
in a knowledge-based economy
2. Residents can achieve a lifetime of their 
own goals, both economically and 
intellectually. 



OUR FOCUS

BEST is small, but mighty! 
Our works focuses on four priorities – each 
applies to students of all ages!:
College affordability, 
Credential completion, 
College-going culture, and 
Pathways and transitions. 



LESSON LEARNED
SCHOOL DISTRICTS NEED

CAREER ADVISORS

• Navigating the complex college exploration 
process

• Retaking college admissions tests
• Applying to colleges that are a good match/fit
• Completing the FAFSA
• Securing financial aid
• Matriculation to college



WHAT WE ‘DO’ 
with others 

• FAFSA Events
• Career Expo
• Promote Michigan Reconnect 

and Community College 
Guarantee

• Convene or Participate when 
missions align. 







2024-2025

• What could a scholarship foundation do for adult 
students?

• What scholarship are actually in Benzie County?
• How many of the approximately 6500 25-55 

WANT to complete a certification or  degree? 
- We hope to get a Seed Grant from Rotary 
Charities to help with this project. 



2024-2025

• Northern Michigan Attainment Collaborative 

To improve education and lifestyle in the 
region by providing a credential or degree to 
11% or more of the population.

MACRO of an local college access network.

• The collaborative would have:
• community coordinator, 
• an industry navigator,
•  a non-credit transition navigator, and 
• a project manager/marketing





Thoughts?
Questions?

Maggie Bacon, BEST Benzie County
Maggie@bestbenziecounty.org
231-383-5073

mailto:Maggie@bestbenziecounty.org
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